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SINGAPORE INTERNATIONAL WATER WEEK AND WATER LEADERS SUMMIT 
Statement by Minister for Water 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre � Minister for Water) [9.11 am]: I rise today to table my overseas travel report. 
Recently, I was privileged to attend the Singapore International Water Week and the water leaders summit. The 
summit was by invitation only and provided me with a unique opportunity to discuss water issues with 
policymakers, industry leaders, experts and practitioners in an international forum. The first event of the water 
leaders summit was the seventh ministers forum on infrastructure development in the Asia-Pacific region. This 
annual meeting brought together ministers, mayors, top government officials, global water industry leaders, 
heads of international organisations, leading researchers and practitioners to consider pressing water governance, 
technology and business issues. It was an honour to be asked to speak at this meeting and to provide a Western 
Australian perspective on water issues. The water leaders summit was again by invitation only, with 200 to 300 
senior members of the water industry attending several sessions over the four days, covering four main themes: 
water technology solutions for today�s applications; managing water infrastructure; water and health; and 
planning for sustainable water solutions. 

In addition to the opportunity to attend the summit as a guest of the country, I was able to tour Singapore�s large 
water infrastructure projects. These included the Changi reclamation plant, the SingSpring seawater desalination 
plant, the new water visitors centre and the Marina Barrage, which is a reservoir created by building a tidal 
barrier across the mouth of the Marina Channel, providing an inner-city reservoir with a stable water level, 
allowing water sports in the city 12 months of the year. The benefits derived from this trip included the ability to 
access the lessons learnt from across the region, particularly in relation to water recycling and efficiency, to see 
firsthand the most up-to-date technological developments in the field of water and wastewater treatment and to 
discuss these technologies with those who have adopted them and the companies that construct them. 

[See paper 1288.] 
 


